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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, chapter 1, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 15-117, to read: 3 
15-117.  Corporal punishment policies; review; definition 4 
A.  IF A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL ALLOWS CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, 5 

THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 6 
CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL REVIEW THE CORPORAL PUNISHMENT POLICY AT A PUBLIC 7 
MEETING CALLED WITHIN ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION AND 8 
VOTE TO EITHER RETAIN, REVOKE OR MODIFY THE POLICY.   9 

B.  A POLICY ON CORPORAL PUNISHMENT PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION DOES NOT 10 
PREVENT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 11 

1.  THE USE OF INCIDENTAL, MINOR OR REASONABLE PHYSICAL CONTACT OR 12 
OTHER ACTIONS DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN ORDER AND CONTROL. 13 

2.  THE USE OF REASONABLE AND NECESSARY FORCE TO QUELL A DISTURBANCE OR 14 
REMOVE A PUPIL FROM THE SCENE OF A DISTURBANCE THAT THREATENS PHYSICAL INJURY 15 
TO A PERSON OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. 16 

3.  THE USE OF REASONABLE AND NECESSARY FORCE TO PREVENT A PUPIL FROM 17 
INFLICTING PHYSICAL HARM ON THAT PUPIL. 18 

4.  THE USE OF REASONABLE AND NECESSARY FORCE FOR SELF-DEFENSE OR THE 19 
DEFENSE OF OTHERS. 20 

5.  THE USE OF REASONABLE AND NECESSARY FORCE TO OBTAIN POSSESSION OF 21 
WEAPONS OR OTHER DANGEROUS OBJECTS, CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES OR PARAPHERNALIA 22 
THAT ARE WITHIN THE PUPIL'S POSSESSION OR CONTROL. 23 

C.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "CORPORAL PUNISHMENT" MEANS THE 24 
INFLICTION OF, OR CAUSING THE INFLICTION OF, PHYSICAL PAIN ON A PUPIL AS A 25 
MEANS OF DISCIPLINE.  CORPORAL PUNISHMENT DOES NOT INCLUDE PHYSICAL PAIN, 26 
INJURY OR DISCOMFORT CAUSED BY THE USE OF INCIDENTAL, MINOR OR REASONABLE 27 
PHYSICAL CONTACT OR OTHER ACTIONS DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN ORDER AND CONTROL AS 28 
ALLOWED IN SUBSECTION B, PARAGRAPH 1 OF THIS SECTION, THE USE OF REASONABLE 29 
AND NECESSARY FORCE AS PERMITTED BY SUBSECTION B, PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, 4 AND 5 OF 30 
THIS SECTION, PARTICIPATION IN PRACTICE OR COMPETITION IN AN INTERSCHOLASTIC 31 
SPORT OR PARTICIPATION IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION OR AN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY.  32 
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